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1.0 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1   To report to the Schools’ Forum the level of Revenue and Devolved  Formula     
         Capital (DFC) funding brought forward from 2024-25 by Halton Maintained      
         Schools.  
 
2.0 RECOMMENDATION: That 
 
2.1   The report is noted. 
 
2.2 That the Schools’ Forum decides if any schools are to provide further   

information regarding their high Revenue Surplus balance. 
 
3.0 SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 
3.1 While balances are still required to be reported to the Schools’ Forum, no 

excess surplus balance limits are currently in place.  However, the Schools’ 
Forum retains the right to require schools to provide further information as to 
how their balance will be spent should they so decide. 

 
3.2 In accordance with statutory requirements, including the Schools Financial 

Value Standard (SFVS), schools are expected to sustain ‘reasonable’ levels of 
surplus balances and demonstrate ‘Value for Money’ through effective plans for 
spending their budgets.  

 
3.3 Despite the excess surplus thresholds no longer being a mandatory 

consideration to the controls on surplus balances provision, the original 
maximum recommended thresholds are still commonly referred to, including by 
Ofsted, at 5% for Secondary and 8% for Nursery, Primary, and Special schools.  

 
3.4 Appendix A shows the Revenue balances for each Maintained school, along 

with their 2023-24 balance for comparison.  
 
3.5 The overall net surplus School Budget balances position for Halton maintained 

schools at the end of 2024-25 is £6,192,994.   
 



3.6  Out of 44 Maintained schools, there are 36 (82%) with Surplus balances and 8 
(18%) with a Deficit position at the end of 2024-25.  

 
3.7 Of the 36 with surplus balances, 24 (representing 55% of all Maintained 

schools) have accumulated surplus balances above the original maximum 
thresholds of 5% and 8%. The schools above the maximum thresholds are 
highlighted in blue at Appendix A.  

 
3. Appendix B shows the Devolved Formula Capital (DFC) balances for each 

Maintained school, along with their 2024-25 balance for comparison.  
 
3.11 The balance of DFC for maintained schools has decreased by £50,975 to 

£240,097 at the end of 2024-25. This decrease is due in the main to the 
utilisation of additional capital funding to support schools with energy efficiency 
initiatives and developments.  

 
4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 It is noted that, despite the many costs pressures being faced by schools, the 

overall school balances have been sustained at over £6m. The number of 
schools reporting deficit positions at 31 March 2025 has increased from the 
previous by to 2 to 8 overall. 

 
5.0 IMPLICATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL’S PRIORITIES 
 
5.1 Improving Health, Promoting Wellbeing and Supporting Greater 

Independence 
 None 
 
5.2 Building a Strong, Sustainable Local Economy 
 None 
 
5.3 Supporting Children, Young People and Families 
 It is essential that schools receive sufficient funding to allow them to support all 

children and young people. 
 
5.4 Tackling Inequality and Helping Those Who Are Most In Need 
 None 
 
5.5 Working Towards a Greener Future 
 None 
 
5.6 Valuing and Appreciating Halton and Our Community 
 None 
 
6.0 RISK ANALYSIS 

 
6.1 
 

Schools continue to face increasing cost pressures and there is a risk that 
potentially schools will face financial difficulties going forwards due to an 



upward trend of rising costs evident within key budget areas. Controlled 
fiscal management of budgets will have to be prioritised by schools.   

  
7.0 
 
7.1 
 
8.0 
 
8.1 
 
9.0 

EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY ISSUES 
 
None.  
 
CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS 
 
None 
 
LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS UNDER SECTION 100D OF THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1072 
 
There are no background papers under the meaning of the Act. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Devolved Formula Capital (DFC) Balances 2024-25 Appendix B

5591 Ditton Nursery Non LMS 1,028 15,720 -14,692 

5592 Birchfield Nursery Non LMS 1,113 2,404 -1,291 

2,141 18,124 -15,982 

5502 Weston Point Non LMS 0 15,005 -15,005 

5505 Victoria Road Non LMS 3,937 9,281 -5,344 

5508 Westfield Non LMS 6,863 6,467 395

5510 Castle View Non LMS 16,661 12,578 4,083

5511 Astmoor Non LMS 10,824 5,474 5,350

5512 The Brow Non LMS 13,891 24,160 -10,269 

5513 Woodside Non LMS 11,714 15,156 -3,442 

5516 Pewithall Non LMS 1,362 2,532 -1,170 

5522 Hillview Non LMS 12,357 26,314 -13,957 

5523 Beechwood Non LMS 11,561 19,048 -7,488 

5525 Brookvale Primary Non LMS 4,321 948 3,373

5528 Murdishaw Gorsewood Non LMS 12,613 28,127 -15,515 

5530 Windmill Hill Non LMS 4,718 4,484 234

5532 Moore Non LMS 12,733 10,709 2,025

5538 Farnworth Non LMS 16,006 9,589 6,418

5539 Halebank Non LMS 15,387 21,541 -6,154 

5544 Oakfield Primary Non LMS 7,210 14,981 -7,771 

5546 Moorfield Non LMS 349 1,231 -882 

5551 Fairfield Primary School Non LMS 21,362 27,369 -6,007 

5553 Lunts Heath Non LMS 8,697 0 8,697

192,565 254,994 -62,429 

5595 The Bridge School PRU Non-LMS 37,214 0 37,214

37,214 0 37,214

5581 Ashley School Non LMS 7,366 2,386 4,980

5582 Chesnut Lodge Non LMS 812 15,569 -14,758 

8,177 17,955 -9,778 

Total All Schools 240,097 291,072 -50,975 


